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O ﬃcial Newsle er of the Forest Oaks Homeowners Associa on
Deed Restriction Policy
Howdy, neighbors!
As many of you may know, for many years I have had a
great deal of involvement with our HOA deed-restriction
enforcement policies. My goal has been to direct us to a
common-sense approach to enforcement and to avoid the
pitfalls associated with being too rigid and unforgiving. In
short, to build a “Friendlier HOA.” Above all else, I watch
very carefully over our enforcement practices to ensure
that we never overstep our authority and that we remain in
compliance with the law!
Great strides have been made in all ways mentioned
above. In at least 3 instances, unlawful enforcement
practices have been abolished. The subjective task of
determining what is deemed “unsightly” has been taken
away from the management company and placed into the
very capable hands of fellow homeowners; moreover, the
Board has demonstrated a willingness and even a desire to
hear enforcement complaints and right the wrongs that slip
through the cracks from time to time.
Have you ever wondered what the enforcement process
is exactly and how it works? Or maybe you’ve had an
opportunity to read the current policy recorded with the
county, and it left you somewhat confused? Well, look
no further. I have developed a flow chart to describe the
enforcement process that I hope will make it very clear.
You can find it at
www.forestoaksonline.com/deed-restriction-enforcement/.
You will readily see that the enforcement process is
VERY slow; this is by design to give ample time for
homeowners to (a) receive DRV notices and (b) correct the
violation before more severe consequences are imposed.

www.forestoaksonline.com
Sometimes we hear complaints that the enforcement
process is too slow and that deed-restriction violations
go on for too long before they are finally corrected. I
personally prefer that we allow for some significant time
to correct vs. adopting an immediate, knee-jerk reaction
to violations. In general, violations do eventually get
corrected, and we typically do not have very many that go
on for so long, except for landscape violations.
Landscape violations seem to be more of an issue with
respect to the “slow” enforcement process. An unkept lawn
can very quickly turn into a small jungle, long before the
current enforcement policy allows the HOA to force-mow
the grass and charge it back to the homeowner. For that
reason, I am currently in the process of writing a second
enforcement policy specifically for landscape maintenance.
In a nutshell, the process time is reduced and the $50 fines
are replaced with charges to the homeowner’s account to
cover the cost of force-mowing.
This change would represent a significant improvement
in how we do enforcement, but I am particularly sensitive
to the need for homeowner input on such an undertaking;
therefore, I humbly ask and encourage all of you to review
the proposed enforcement- policy changes and provide
ANY feedback (good or bad) to the Board at
board@forestoaksonline.com. The current enforcement
policy and proposed new policy are available at
www.forestoaksonline.com/deed-restriction-enforcement/.

Robert Medure, Vice President
Forest Oaks Homeowners Association

www.forestoaksonline.com
Follow us on Twitter @FOHOA

The deadline for article submissions is August 25, 2014 for the
mid-September 2014 publication. Please submit any suggestions for future articles to
newsletter@forestoaksonline.com
Published bimonthly for the Forest Oaks Homeowners Association by Neighborhood News, Inc.
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Little Book Library!

Forest Oaks 5K

I'm super excited to announce that over the next few
months, RealManage will be installing two of these Little
Free Libraries in our neighborhood! They will be located
right outside each of the Pools.

Dig out those running shoes and mark your calendar, the
2nd Annual Forest Oaks Five K benefitting our neighborhood schools is returning on Saturday August 23rd at
8 AM!
Last year's event was a great success
with well over 100 runners participating
and more than $2,000 raised for Cox and
Reagan Elementary Schools.

What is a Little Library?
A little free library is a library
right in your neighborhood!
The library is full of books
that you can borrow—for
free! Our Little Free Library
is a special addition to the
neighborhood, where people
can read, share, and borrow
their favorite books.

For more details and to register look for
links on the our neighborhood website
www.forestoaksonline.com as well as
on the neighborhood Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fohoa/

David Karabinas

How to use the Library?
The Little Free Library is easy to use! You can borrow
any book from the library, read it, and return it when you
are finished. If you really love a book from the library, you
can keep it and return another book in its place. The Little
Free Library is open to all books, but we would love to
keep ours stocked with a variety of books for all ages.
The Little Free Library is a community resource. Please
use it respectfully!

Melissa Moritz,
Fellow Neighbor

Foreclosure?

Ugly House?

2+ Payments?
Too Many Repairs?
Bad Health?

Divorce?

We understand. WE CARE,
and we can assist because we
solve real estate problems.
We help give homeowners the
peace of mind they deserve.
Contact us now.
512-593-2472
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Professional Teacher:
BM, MM, DMA
Students include local and state
winners

Beginning to Advanced
Ages 4 and up
Private piano and theory lessons

Sukyee Woo
512- 252-9819
sukyeewoo@yahoo.com

Published and distributed by:
Neighborhood News, Inc.
3740 Colony Drive Suite 120
San Antonio, TX 78230
Toll free 1-866-558-3160 *
1-866-558-3163 fax

Info@NeighborhoodNews.com
www.NeighborhoodNews.com
For advertising sales and information please call or send
an email to Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com
Articles that appear in the Forest Oaks newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the official position of Neighborhood News, Inc. and their
publication does not constitute an endorsement therein. The appearance
of any advertisement in Forest Oaks newsletter does not constitute
an endorsement by Neighborhood News, Inc. of the goods or services
advertised. Neighborhood News, Inc. is not responsible for errors beyond
the cost of the actual ad space. Any publication of Neighborhood News,
Inc., whether draft or final is the sole property of Neighborhood News,
Inc. and cannot be reproduced or distributed in any way, whether in print
or electronically, without the express written consent of Neighborhood
News, Inc. ©Neighborhood News, Inc.

Wondering how to promote your business?

Advertise
Here!

Rob@neighborhoodnews.com

210.827.0965 or
866.558.3160
Ask about
discounts, ad sizes, &
other neighborhoods
in your area
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Water Safety Tips
Summer vacation season is here and people all over the
world will be looking to water recreation for fun in the sun
and relief from the summer heat. This is a good time to
remember that accidental drowning is the second leading cause of death among children ages 1–4 in the United
States and one of the 10 leading causes of death for children worldwide.
According to the United States Centers for Disease Control (CDC), an average of 10 people died from accidental
drowning in 2005–2009. One in five of them was a child
14 years old or younger. Statistics show that drowning
occurred most often in a bathtub for children under 1 year
of age and for adults aged 85 and over; in a swimming pool
for children 1–4 years old; and in natural water for persons
aged 5–84 years.
There are several simple steps that can be taken to help
prevent drowning deaths:
• Supervise young children whenever they are in the
bathtub and swimming or playing in and around water.
Keep young children at arm’s length (“touch supervision”) at all times, and do not allow yourself to be distracted by cell phones, books, or chores, even if there
are lifeguards present.
• Avoid using alcohol when swimming or boating, or

•

•

•
•

•

when you are supervising young children in or around
water.
Use proper life jackets. Do not rely on “noodles” or
“floaties” to keep younger children safe. Life jackets
should also be used when engaging in activities in
natural water such as lakes and rivers.
Take swimming lessons. Research has shown that
participation in formal swimming lessons can reduce
the risk of drowning among children aged 1 to 4 years.
Never swim alone; use the buddy system.
If you have a backyard pool, be sure to fence it, keep
it locked when not in use, and consider installing an
alarm system to notify you of unauthorized entry. Keep
the area of the pool free from items that may attract
young children, such as toys, rafts, etc.
Learn CPR. In the time it takes for paramedics to arrive, your CPR skills could save someone’s life.

More information and safety tips can be found at the following resources.
http://www.cdc.gov/homeandrecreationalsafety/water-safety/waterinjuries-factsheet.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db149.htm
http://www.poolsafely.gov/drowning-deaths-injuries/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/other_injury/
drowning/grdp/en/

Ed Strout,
Forest Oaks Resident

Sarah McRae – Forest Oaks Resident & Realtor
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Forest Oaks Owners
Association Management Team
TBD
board@forestoaksonline.com
Robert Medure, Vice President
board@forestoaksonline.com
Kim Gogulski, Secretary
board@forestoaksonline.com
David Karabinas, Treasurer
board@forestoaksonline.com
John Miri, Director-at-Large
board@forestoaksonline.com
David Oliver, Member-at-Large
board@forestoaksonline.com
Community Association Manager
Keri Scott
keri.scott@realmanage.com
Assistant Association Manager
Carol Green
On-site hours at FOHOA Community Center
Tuesday and Thursday, 2:00 PM–5:00 PM
RealManage
10800 Pecan Park Blvd. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78750
Phone: (512) 219-1927
Fax: (512) 219-5696
www.realmanage.com
Customer Service
Toll-free, open 24/7 for Emergencies
1-866-4-RealService
(1-866-473-2573)
realservice@realmanage.com

Forest Oaks Committees
Association Committees are composed of Forest Oaks residents who serve on a voluntary basis. Committee Chairs
are appointed by the Board of Directors. All residents are
welcome to serve on committees of choice. Please contact
the following committee chairs to participate:
Architectural Committee Chair,
Bill Mauer, acc@forestoaksonline.com
Robert Medure, Board Liaison
• Reviews all plans and specifications for improvements
to lots within the Association
• Assists in enforcement of Deed Restrictions

•
•
•

Recreation & Social Committee Chair,
Julie Levy
David Karabinas, Board Liaison
Plans neighborhood parties and other Association
events
Helps organize neighborhood clubs or groups
Helps organize neighborhood play groups

Amenity Center/Pool Committee Chair,
Jennifer Butler-Harrison, pool@forestoaksonline.com
Kim Gogulski, Board Liaison
Makes recommendations regarding operation of:
• Community Recreation Center
• Swimming pools (including rules and hours of operation)
Neighborhood Watch Committee Chair,
Bryan Hickers, neighborhoodwatch@forestoakonline.com
• Makes recommendations to the Board regarding safety
and security of the community
• Coordinates the “Neighborhood Watch” program

•
•

•

Landscaping Committee
Mel Kirkland, landscaping@forestoaksonline.com
John Miri, Board Liaison
Maintenance of common areas of the community
Considers special recognition awards for “Yard of the Month”
Publicity Committee Chair,
Ryan Desjardins, rdesjardins@gmail.com
Works with the other committees to publicize Association events and news on the Website and in the Forest
Oaks newsletter to inform the members of all activities
and functions of the Association.

go green

Pet Care in Your Home

LET’S DO OUR PART IN
HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT!
We are proud to announce we are now offering
YOU to “opt-in” to having your Neighborhood
Newsletter delivered electronically!

How?
1

Visit www.NeighborhoodNews.com

2

Click on: “Let’s do our part”
and follow the instructions.

for calling advertisers in
your neighborhood
newsletter

FIRST!

Kristy Quinn
512.739.1310
info@fourpawscompanions.com

They appreciate your
business.
Neighborhood News, Inc.
866-558-3160
Sales@neighborhoodnews.com

“We love your pets”
www.fourpawscompanions.com
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DO NOT

TRIM TREES—OAK WILT
Oak Wilt is a very destrucƟve disease that we hope
to avoid in our beauƟful community. Although the
season for niƟdulid beetles varies across the United
States, most of them come in droves from February to
June in Texas. That makes January the best Ɵme to trim
your oak trees. DO NOT TRIM OAK TREES NOW!
Source: www.texasoakwilt.org

No Ruler Necessary
6”

1’

’
1’ 6” 2

When you're gardening, do you have trouble locaƟng a
measuring tape when you need one? Try using the long
handle of a shovel or a watering hose as a subsƟtute.
Use a permanent marker to indicate measurements on
the shovel handle, or use the length of your watering
hose, knowing that they come in standard lengths of
25 to 100 feet.

Have a fun
and safe summer!

Choose from Dream Dinners delicious monthly menu,
then assemble your dinners once a month to serve to
your family in the weeks ahead.

Try our Introductory Offer
for $74.95
Now offering gluten-free and dairy-free items.

12129 North RR 620 Ste. 447

(corner of Lakecreek/620 behind Dairy Queen)

512-401-2800
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What it Takes to
Be a

•
•
•

By Lora Reynolds
Special to Neighborhood News

The Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you,” exemplifies exactly what being a good neighbor is all
about. Treat others the way you want to be treated. Sure, it takes
some effort on everybody’s part, but it also eliminates conflict
and creates happiness.
A good neighbor...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Seeks solutions and compromises to problems in the neighborhood
Takes pride in the appearance of home and yard
Complies with HOA deed restrictions and City Code
Volunteers for neighborhood activities
Helps neighbors in times of illness, injury, or crisis
Stores garbage cans out of sight
Puts away tools, gardening equipment and supplies, and
toys

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleans up after the dog when walking in the neighborhood
Does not leave barking dog unattended in the yard
Maintains yard well, including regular mowing, edging,
trimming, weeding, and removal of dead vegetation
Prunes and trims trees and shrubs, especially those at intersections and near traffic signs
Repairs or replaces fencing in a timely manner
Removes seasonal lights and decorations in a timely
manner
Does not park boats, RVs, or trailers in driveway or
street
Keeps dogs and cats in own yard
Makes sure pets have current tags on their collars and are
microchipped
Does not block neighbors’ driveways when parking vehicles in the street
Waters lawn only during permitted hours or days
Does not empty swimming pool or hot tub water into
the street
Completes construction, painting, and landscape projects in a timely manner
Obeys traffics signs and speed limits when driving
Does not keep portable basketball goal in the street
Picks up litter from the street and yard

Are you looking to move up in Forest Oaks/Silver Oak?
Are you looking to sell your home?
I’ve been a Realtor® with RE/MAX since 2006 and I’ve recently
joined RE/MAX I, located right around the corner on Parmer Lane.
If you are in the market to buy or sell I can help you make the best
decision for you and your family.
Kerry Redding, Realtor ®
Direct: 512-337-0407
Cell: 512-775-8070

RE/MAX I
3009 Glacier Pass #101
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-337-0200

Have questions about our neighborhood? I’d be happy to give you
a FREE market analysis.

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

If you are currently working with another agent, please disregard this advertisement.

Your Home Product Experts
/^^ZWO\QSa1OPW\Sba1]c\bS`b]^a4W`S^ZOQSa
5O`OUS2]]`a=cbR]]`9WbQVS\aEW\R]ea

RCS Gas Grill*
RON30

$

2299

RON36

2099

$

*Free cover with purchase

BIG GR
GREEN EGG
$

999

Large Egg with Nest

Must present ad. Expires 7/31/14.

Visit our showroom
to learn more!

512.835.0937

!$3=ZRASbbZS`a

www.ParrishAndCompany.com
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10800 Pecan Park Blvd. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78750
Time Dated

What’s Your Home Worth
In Today’s Market?
Get a FREE Online Home Valuation at
www.ForestOaksHomeSearch.com

“Building Beautiful Smiles and Healthy Bites”

Performances... Not Promises
Sold in 39 Days, or We Pay You
Communications Guarantee
- Weekly Updates
Easy Exit Guarantee
- Cancel Anytime

... 100% Guaranteed!

Call 260-0084

12171 W. Parmer Ln., Ste. 102
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the Ranch at Brushy Creek,
just North of Avery Ranch

*Restrictions apply, call for details.
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Dave & Linda Baird
(512)238-8881

• Quality, personalized care
• Complimentary initial exam including
digital x-rays and photos
• Variety of treatment options including
Invisalign® and clear braces
• Expanded before and after school hours
• All insurances filed with multiple
interest-free financing options

